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This paper explores the conceptual framework of the 
arts-education relationship through a pedagogical lens. 
The work presents a compelling argument that the 
relationship between arts and education inherently 
prioritizes educational goals over professional artistic 
training. By advocating for understanding and applying 
the arts as mediums for educational development, the 
author delineates distinct pedagogical approaches that 
differentiate between educating 'through' and educating 
'for' the arts. The paper critically engages with traditional 
notions of arts education by arguing for a more integrated, 
education-first approach. 

1. Overview 
The submission contributes to the field of educational theory 
by examining how the arts can serve as fields of general, 
specific, and specialized education. The author challenges 
the prevalent understanding of arts education as primarily 
vocational, emphasizing instead the pedagogical potential of 
the arts in fostering comprehensive educational experiences. 
Through a framework rooted in mesoaxiological pedagogy, 
the work expands on how knowledge and practice in the arts 
can be transformed into educational opportunities that 
enhance cognitive and emotional development. The paper is 
grounded in the concept that education should be driven by 
the values and experiences associated with the arts, thereby 
reformulating the arts' role within education systems. 

2. Relevant References 
Including a clear literature review helps reviewers quickly see 
what's new and why it matters, which can speed up the 
review and improve acceptance chances. The following 



references were selected because they relate closely to the 
topics and ideas in your submission. They may provide 
helpful context, illustrate similar methods, or point to recent 
developments that can strengthen how your work is 
positioned within the existing literature. 
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3. Strengths 
The primary strength of this paper lies in its 
reconceptualization of the arts-education relationship, 
challenging traditional paradigms that view the arts primarily 
as vocational pursuits. The author effectively articulates a 
nuanced pedagogical framework where the arts serve as 
both a medium and an outcome of the educational process. 
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There is intellectual rigor in how the paper distinguishes 
between educating 'with', 'through', and 'for' the arts, thereby 
broadening the conceptual schema for educators to engage 
with the arts in diverse educational contexts. Moreover, the 
paper's foundation on mesoaxiological pedagogy provides a 
robust theoretical lens for understanding the inherent 
educational value of the arts beyond mere content delivery, 
underscoring the transformational capacity of the arts in 
education. 

4. Major Comments 
5. Methodology 

While the paper serves a theoretical function, it would 
benefit from clearer methodologies or frameworks that could 
be applied in practical educational settings. Expanding on 
how these theoretical distinctions can be operationalized in 
curriculum design and teacher training could greatly 
enhance its applicability and impact. 

6. Clarity and Terminology 

Certain terminologies, particularly ‘mesoaxiological 
pedagogy’ and 'educational value,' while novel, require more 
detailed explanations or illustrative examples to ensure their 
meanings are accessible to practitioners and researchers 
outside the immediate field of educational theory. 

7. Theoretical Framing 

The paper does well in its theoretical exposition, yet the 
framing could be enhanced by integrating empirical 
evidence that showcases how the proposed pedagogical 
models have been, or could be, successfully implemented. 
Demonstrating the effects of such a pedagogical shift in 
real-world educational contexts would strengthen its 
theoretical premises. 



8. Minor Comments 
9. Figures and Diagrams 

Inclusion of conceptual diagrams that map out the 
relationships between the different modes of arts education 
(educating 'with', 'through', and 'for' the arts) would visually 
enhance the text and aid in reader comprehension. 

10. Organization 

The organization of the sections could benefit from clearer 
demarcation between theoretical exposition and practical 
application suggestions. Perhaps creating a standalone 
section dedicated to 'Applications' might help delineate 
these elements more effectively. 

11. Language and Style 

Minor grammatical errors and typographical issues, such as 
inconsistent spelling of 'through' as 'throught,' should be 
corrected to maintain the professional quality of the 
submission. 

12. Reviewer Commentary 
This paper raises critical questions about the potential for 
the arts to transform traditional educational practices, 
making it valuable for interdisciplinary conversations in 
education, pedagogy, and artistic fields. It provokes a 
reevaluation of the functions of the arts in educational 
curricula, prompting educators to consider broader 
implications for policy and practice. The discussion on the 
mesoaxiological approach could potentially inspire further 
research on other cultural areas of education, promoting a 
more holistic and integrated pedagogical approach. 



13. Summary Assessment 
Overall, this work serves as a significant intellectual 
contribution to reevaluating the role of the arts within the 
educational landscape. It advances the conversation on how 
arts education can be framed as a multifaceted pedagogical 
endeavor, harmonizing cultural experience with educational 
objectives. The paper calls for a thoughtful reconsideration 
of educational priorities, encouraging a shift towards more 
value-centered, experience-based educational models that 
reflect the complex realities of teaching and learning in 
contemporary society. 

In conclusion, the authors are encouraged to refine the 
practical implications of their theoretical models, ensuring 
their innovative ideas can directly inform teaching practice 
and educational policy. 

 


